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down by Chief Justice Marshall in McCullbugh
vs. Maryland, and denying the power of Congress
to give the States the right of such taxation, be-
cause by so doing they violated the Constitution.
The amendment was defeated, and the bill for the
continuance of the charter passed both Houses
by large majorities.

Jackson returned the bill with a veto. He had
the audacity to rest his veto upon the ground that
the bill was unconstitutional, and that it was the
duty of the President to decide upon the constitu-
tionality of every measure without feeling in the
least bound by the opinion of Congress or of the
Supreme Court. His ignorance was so crass that
he failed to perceive the distinction between a
new bill and one to continue an existing law, while
his vanity and his self-assumption were so colossal
that he did not hesitate to assert that he had the
right and the power to declare an existing law,
passed by Congress, approved by Madison, and
held to be constitutional by an express decision
of the Supreme Court, to be invalid, because he
thought fit to say so. To overthrow such doc-
trines was not dimcult, but Mr. Webster refuted
them with a completeness and force which were
irresistible. At the same time he avoided per-
sonal attack in the dignified way which was char-
acteristic of him, despite the extraordinary temp-
tation to indulge in invective and telling sarcasm
to which Jackson by his ignorance and presump-
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